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Free Video Training Series
“I can safely say that without
Learn how to quickly and easily start your career
as a professional wildlife conservationist with
Conservation Careers.

this course, I probably would
still be working in a pub in
Manchester and applying for
my dream jobs,

If you're a student, job-seeker or careerswitcher you'll learn the golden rule for getting
started, the key mistakes to avoid, and answer
your biggest questions.

CLICK HERE

Get my free training!

unsuccessfully. I now work in
one of the most beautiful
places in the west of Scotland,
get to see amazing wildlife
every day. Thank you!”
- Kilian Hughes, UK

www.howtogetaconservationjob.com
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Intro to Internships

"Conservation internships
are a great way to get on the
job training and develop key

Conservation internships can be a great
way to gain valuable experience, and help
you to secure your first paying conservation

skills in your chosen area."

job. To date we have listed over 3,500
conservation internships and conservation
volunteer opportunities on Conservation
Careers – so we know the market well.

We know when you’re studying or jobhunting that money can be tight, and
paying for a conservation internship can be
out of the question. Which is why we
thought it would be helpful to review some
of the top paid or no-fee conservation
internships that we see on our site each
year.
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1. What’s the Difference Between an Intern
and a Volunteer?
An internship is something that you

Internships are also a step closer to working

choose to do specifically to develop

as an employee for an organisation than a
volunteer. Interns are often full-time for a

your skills in a chosen area.

fixed-term employment period – e.g. 3-6

A volunteer opportunity can also produce this,
but your goal is largely to help the cause.

months – embedded within a defined role,
longer-term than a volunteer role, and may be
paid.

2. How Can Conservation Internships Help
Your Career?
Conservation internships are a great way to

organisation’s communications team as an

get on the job training and develop key skills

intern could be the ideal way to develop your

in your chosen area. We encourage people to

skills, accumulate great experience, grow your

use them to fill key gaps in their experience

network of contacts within your

for their target roles.

chosen area of work and to test drive the job.

For example, if you’re working towards being

If it’s close to what you want to

a Communications Officer but have a lack

be doing it should also be

social media experience, embedding yourself

lots of fun!

with a conservation

5
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3. How Much Can You
Earn as a Conservation
Intern?

"There are opportunities out
there to do paid internships
as well as FREE internships!
Conservation Careers can

Although many roles are no-

help you find them."

fee/unpaid, we have identified
below a number of paid
conservation internships which
become available each year.
These are often set at national minimum or
living wage (£7.83 – £9.75 per hour) or an
annual wage of £13,500 to £18,000.
For Conservation Internships where no
wage is provided, employers often support
their interns with subsidised
living arrangements.

6
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4. How to Apply for a
Conservation
Internship?
Internships – especially the paid ones – can be very
competitive.
For example, the Michael Hearn Internship with Save
the Rhino received 299 applications in 2013..! Kindly,

Download your copy
for free here
to craft your
perfect conservation
internship application.

they shared the results of their shortlisting process,
and provide some practical advice which all
conservation job seekers can learn from.
We encourage you to read them here.
To make your application stand out from
the crowd it’s very important to plan ahead and
ensure you craft your very best application possible.
A good way to do this is to check out our FREE eBook
‘How to Apply for a Conservation Job’ This is a
complete guide to producing successful CVs,
Resumes and Application Forms by the experts at
Conservation Careers.
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5. Top PAID (or Free) Conservation
Internships – Webinar Replay

Click here to watch the webinar!
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6. Top PAID (or Free) Conservation
Internships – in Alphabetical Order
Credit: BES

a. BES Policy
Internship
Organisation | British Ecological Society
Location | London, UK
Theme | Information & Data Mgmt.,
Policy & Advocacy,
Comms & Marketing,
Science & Research

The British Ecological Society is the oldest
ecological society in the world. They have
6,000 members around the world and bring
people together across regional, national and
global scales to advance ecological science.

Each year they offer a Policy
Internship which is an excellent
opportunity for the intern to develop
a wide range of skills including

Credit: BES

science communication, policy
awareness, writing for different
audiences, networking and event
management.
There is scope for refining the tasks
undertaken according to the experience and
skills the intern would like to develop.

9

www.conservation-careers.com

Credit: BES

The Policy Intern is an integral part of the Society’s
External Affairs team, and:
Leads on a specified project as part of the policy

Salary | Paid. £9.75 per hour

team’s work programme, including developing a
Policy Guide

Deadline | February for the

Monitors legislation and policy developments relevant

Policy Internship

to the science of ecology
Summarises policy developments for a general

Duration | Part-time (2 days a

audience through the Society’s news and opinions

week) Fixed Term Contract |

and for members through the Society’s Bulletin

6 months

Assists with the preparation of policy statements,
briefing papers and responses to Government

Link | Keep an eye on the

consultations

BES website

Assists with the organisation of policy meetings and
events
Represents the Society at external meetings where
appropriate
Assists with general administration as required by the
Credit: BES

Senior Policy Officer
The successful candidate should be educated to
degree level or equivalent in ecology, environmental
science or a related subject. They have demonstrable
knowledge and genuine interest in public policy. A
proven interest in ecology is essential. They also need
to have excellent communication and IT skills

10
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b. Coast Explorer Internship Programme

Organisation | The Crown Estate,
Kent Wildlife Trust
Location | London & Kent, UK
The Coast Explorer Internship Programme

Theme | Marine Conservation,

(CEIP) offers a unique opportunity for recent

Sustainability

graduates interested in a career in the marine
environment to gain skills, knowledge and
experience relating to this exciting field.

Interns will follow a varied schedule
Salary | £10.20 per hour (London Living

whilst on the programme that will allow

Wage plus statutory holiday pay)

them to gain experience working in an
office environment, conducting an

Deadline | Closes mid-May each year

independent research project, writing

Duration | This role runs for 12 weeks from

and presenting reports, working with

late-June to mid-September, with interns

young people to raise awareness about

scheduled to work 3 days per week

environmental issues, carrying out

Link | Kent Wildlife Trust | Current Jobs and
Internships; Marine Internship Programmes

practical and relevant fieldwork, and
assisting with practical
conservation efforts.
This post will build on existing skills and
knowledge relating to marine issues, but
most importantly the partner organisations
involved with this internship (Kent Wildlife
Trust, The Crown Estate, Vattenfall &
Canterbury City Council) are looking for
candidates who are passionate and
enthusiastic about the marine environment
and have a willingness to learn.

11
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c. Earthwatch Internships
Credit: Earthwatch Institute

Earthwatch is an international environmental

Organisation | Earthwatch

nonprofit organization that engages people in
scientific field research and education.

Location | Boston, USA

To achieve their mission, they offer research

Theme | Comms & Marketing,

expeditions at exciting locations around the

Science & Research

globe.

Participants on these expeditions
assist top scientists as they
investigate important questions
Salary | No fee. Earthwatch interns can

about how we can better protect

take part in the Intern Credit Program in
which they receive credits to use toward a

our planet.

qualified Earthwatch expedition. You can
also use the internship for academic credit,

Earthwatch occasionally offers internships at

thesis or practicum work for a degree or

their Boston, MA, USA office. Some examples

certificate programme.

include:
Program Delivery Impact Intern

Deadline | Varies, see each internship for

Multimedia Intern

details

Digital Marketing Intern
Research Associate Intern

Duration | Minimum of 120 hours over a
minimum of 3 months

All applicants must make their own living
arrangements for them to stay within

Link | Keep an eye on the website

commuting distance to Boston and are
required to have individual health insurance.

12
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d. Ecoteer Conservation Internships
Credit: Ecoteer
Organisation | Ecoteer
Location | Malaysia
Theme | Comms & Marketing,

Ecoteer was founded in 2005 by marine

Science & Research,

biologist Daniel Quilter after a life-changing

Sustainability,

volunteering experience in Sabah, Malaysian

Events and Visitor Engagement

Borneo. On his return from an 8-month
placement, Daniel started social enterprise
Ecoteer.com, providing a platform for people

Salary | These are unpaid Internships.
Their non-profit status means you are only
charged an admin fee which includes

interested in long term voluntourism globally.
Ecoteer is popular among students, aspiring

costs of accommodation, meals, local
services and any training. This is why their
fees are much lower than many other

conservationists and career breakers looking
for work experience in the ecotourism,
environmental awareness and conservation

international internships available online.

sectors.

Plus if you’re Malaysian, you’ll get your
internship completely free!

They offer a range of internships on their site
each year such as:

Deadline | Varies, see each internship

Merapoh Volunteer Coordinator

for details

Turtle Volunteer Coordinator
Recycling & Waste Management intern

Duration | Varies, see each internship

Dive Research Assistant & Volunteer

for details

Coordinator
Photography & Videography

Link | See latest opportunities here

Conservation Marketing Intern
Perhentian Eco-Education Volunteer
Coordinator
Perhentian Eco-Educator
Merapoh Rainforest Teacher
Outdoor Education Group Leader
Perhentian Community Liason Leader
Perhentian Ecotourism Leader

Credit: Ecoteer
13
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e. IUCN Conservation Internships
Credit: IUCN

Organisation | The International Union
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Salary | They may have a

Location | Worldwide

monthly allowance
Theme | Comms & Marketing,
Science & Research,

Deadline | Varies, see each

Sustainability

internship for details

The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
is a membership Union uniquely composed of both
government and civil society organisations. It provides
public, private and nongovernmental organisations with
the knowledge and tools that enable human progress,

Duration | Varies, see each
internship for details
Link | Keep an eye on their
vacancy pages

economic development and nature conservation to take
place together.
They offer a range of internships on their site each year
such as:
Species Programme
North Africa Programme
Ecosystems Programme Marketing and
Communications
Sustainable Forest Management (SFM)
Integrated Water Resources ManagementInternship
Programme Assistant, IUCN China
Credit: IUCN
14
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f. Kupu Hawai’i Service Opportunities
Credit: Kupu

Organisation | Kupu
Location | Hawaiʻi, USA
Kupu, which means “to sprout” or “to grow”
Theme | Environmental Education,

in Hawaiian, has a two-fold mission: to

Sustainability,

preserve the land while empowering youth.

Community Conservation

The organisation provides hands-on training
in conservation, sustainability, and
environmental education for young adults,
with the goal of fostering the next generation
of environmental and cultural stewards.
Kupu’s work has been likened to the role of
the Kupukupu Fern which is one of the first
plants to cultivate the land after a lava flow.
The fern not only serves as a foundational
species for rebuilding a healthy, native
ecosystem, but it also symbolises a place
where knowledge can grow.
Established in 2007 as a non-profit, Kupu
affirms the Hawaiian notion of “ma ka hana
ka ʻike” or “in working one learns”. This
approach has led to the creation of hundreds
of internships and service-learning
opportunities which blend vocational training
and green leadership development to support
more than 100 partner sites across Hawaiʻi
and the Pacific region.
Credit: Kupu
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Credit: Kupu

Each year, Kupu offers hundreds of service opportunities
that create positive environmental, cultural and
community impact across Hawaiʻi and the Pacific region.
They encourage individuals looking to explore training,
experience and skills in the growing green jobs sector to
apply to their various programs!

Salary | Dependent on
programme. May include a
monthly living allowance (e.g.
up to $1,600) and AmeriCorps
award (e.g. $6,095), plus child
care, health care, and loan

Kupu offers both individual-based and team-based
opportunities, ranging from short term to year long
positions. All of their participants serve alongside and
receive valuable mentorship from experts in an
environmental-related field. Given that each programme
is distinct in its focus and duration, you can check out the
various program descriptions to find the best fit for you.
You may also complete their referral form if you are not
sure which opportunity to apply for, and a Kupu staff
member will contact you directly to help guide you and
answer any questions.
Examples of Team Based Opportunities include:
Hawai’i Youth Conservation Corps (HYCC) Community

deferment available for eligible
applicants.
Deadline | Dependent on
programme
Duration | Approximately 11
months for Conservation
Leadership Development
Program and Environmental
Education Leadership
Development Program
Link | Keep an eye on the
Kupu website

Program
Hawai’i Youth Conservation Corps (HYCC) Summer
Program

Credit: Kupu

Citizen Forestry Crew
Hawai’i Youth Sustainability Challenge
Examples of Individual Opportunities include:
Conservation Leaders
Environmental Education Leaders
Pacific Resiliency Fellows
AmeriCorps Vista
Sustainability Fellows

16
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g. Michael Hearn Internship
Credit: Save The Rhino
Organisation | Save the Rhino

Salary | Salary: £20,000 per annum

Location | London, UK

Deadline | End of June annually - internships
run September till September

Theme | Community Conservation,
Fundraising & Development

Duration | Full time 12.5-month fixed-term
post
Link | Save the Rhino internship

This internship offers the chance to work in a

You’ll be responsible for:

UK-based fundraising conservation charity,
providing an excellent all-round introduction

Events: Responsibility for SRI’s Virgin

to the sector.

London Marathon team; providing
fundraising and training advice; and

You'll join a friendly, highly motivated team.

managing SRI’s event on the actual day.

Save the Rhino's headquarters near London

Administration: Maintaining stationery

Bridge will be your base, but the internship

supplies and office equipment; managing

also includes 2 weeks in Namibia with staff

the online shop and fulfilling merchandise

from Save the Rhino Trust, one of the field

and membership orders alongside general

programmes supported by Save the Rhino.

admin.
Fundraising & partnerships: Supporting
the development of communication
materials and grant reports for companies,
zoos, and grant-making trusts and
foundations.

Additional Links | See interviews and articles on our website about this popular internship:
How to work for Save the Rhino – Interview with Aron White, Michael Hearn Intern 2014
Save the Rhino International – Interview with Rory Harding, Michael Hearn Intern 2013
The conservation job application process – 299 applicants to one…
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h. National Wildlife Federation
Conservation Fellowships
Credit: National Wildlife Federation

Organisation | The National
Wildlife Federation
Location | USA, Canada & Worldwide
Theme | Fundraising & Development,
Information & Data Mgmt.,
Policy & Advocacy,
Comms & Marketing,
Science & Research,
Environmental Education,
Sustainability

The National Wildlife Federation, America’s
largest and most trusted conservation
organisation, works across the country to
unite Americans from all walks of life in
giving wildlife a voice. They’ve been on the
front lines for wildlife since 1936, fighting for
the conservation values that are woven into
the fabric of the nation’s collective heritage.

Through the Fellowship program, the
National Wildlife Federation brings
students and recent graduates to its
offices nationwide, where they can
experience many aspects of the
National Wildlife Federation’s
conservation mission, including work
on endangered species, land
stewardship, and protecting our
nation’s water.
Departments benefiting from the skills
Fellowships provide include conservation,
education, philanthropy, communications,
legal, and publications.

Credit: National Wildlife Federation
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Credit: National Wildlife Federation

These paid Fellowship opportunities are 48 weeks in
duration and full-time, at 40 hours per week.
Working side-by-side with knowledgeable professionals
and receiving support from the fellowship coordinator,
fellows develop a variety of professional and personal life
skills.

Fellowship projects support commonsense
conservation in communities and throughout
the nation. By encouraging innovative ideas
and multicultural perspectives, the National
Wildlife Federation provides a gateway
through which fellows can launch an effective

Salary | Paid - benefit-eligible
fellowships also receive
medical, dental, and holiday
benefits
Deadline | Varies - keep an eye
on their website
Duration | 48 weeks
Link | Keep an eye on The
National Wildlife Federation
website for opportunities

career in conservation and strengthen the
environmental movement at the same time.
Moreover, by diversifying our organization through the
contributions of interns from a variety of backgrounds,

Credit: National Wildlife Federation

the National Wildlife Federation (and ultimately the
conservation community) is learning important lessons for
making conservation relevant and effective in the 21st
century.
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i. Nature Conservancy Internships
Credit: The Nature Conservancy

Organisation | The Nature Conservancy
Location | USA, Canada & Worldwide

The Nature Conservancy is a global
environmental nonprofit working to create a

Theme | Environmental Economics,

world where people and nature can thrive.

Fundraising & Development,
Information & Data Mgmt.,

Founded at its grassroots in the United States

Policy & Advocacy,

in 1951, The Nature Conservancy has grown

Comms & Marketing,

to become one of the most effective and

Science & Research

wide-reaching environmental organisations in
the world.

Thanks to more than a million members
and the dedicated efforts of their diverse
staff and more than 400 scientists, they
impact conservation in 72 countries
across six continents.
The Nature Conservancy offer a variety of
internships which give interns experience in
real business at a global organisation and
exposure to real projects and challenges in
the conservation arena.
Internships at The Nature Conservancy are
aimed at high school, undergraduate and
graduate students and differ by program or
business unit. They are typically offered at
focused times during the course of a year or
on a seasonal or summer basis.
Credit: The Nature Conservancy
20
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Internships should be directly related to a current or
recently accredited educational program.

Salary | Paid or no fee - you
may also receive school credit

College students and recent graduates can apply for

from an education institution in

sophisticated and immersive GLOBE internships. GLOBE

addition to or in lieu of wages

(Growing Leaders on Behalf of the Environment) prepares
young professionals for successful careers in the

Deadline |Varies according to

environmental workforce by bridging the gap between

the internship

academics and real-world STEM work, encouraging
innovation, and assisting in professional development.

Duration | Three
months (GLOBE)

GLOBE internship areas include:
Business Management

Link | Keep an eye on The

Communications

Nature Conservancy website or

Conservation

contact individual business

Economics

units at specific locations to

Environmental Studies

ask about opportunities

Government Relations
Information Technology

Additional Links | See

Legal

interviews and articles on our

Marketing

website about

Philanthropy

The Nature Conservancy:

Policy... and more…

Landing your dream job: A
success story from The Nature

The Nature Conservancy recruits individuals from a

Conservancy’s Eddie Game

variety of backgrounds and experiences for GLOBE
internships from June to August. The program matches
qualified and enthusiastic undergraduate, graduate, and
recent graduates with an internship suited to their area of
study.

Credit: The Nature Conservancy

GLOBE applicants must be an undergraduate, enrolled in
a graduate program, or be a recent graduate from 2017,
2018, or 2019.
The Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) also offers
several types of internships:
Communications Internships
Conservation and Stewardship Internships
Engagement Internships
Science and Technology Internships
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j. Paradise Interns – Digital Marketing &
Diving Internships in Indonesia

Organisation | Paradise Interns
Summary | Paradise Interns gives you the
unique opportunity to hone in on your digital
marketing skills and intern at one of
Indonesia’s leading dive centres or NGOs.

Locations | Bali, Indonesia
Theme | Comms & Marketing,
Marine Conservation

All of our partners are deeply committed to
various conservation efforts and as the
marketing intern, you’ll get to share their
great initiatives with the world!

The duration of this internship is 6
months and guarantees fun in the
sun.
In month 1, you’ll attend a ‘marketing boot
camp’ in Bali where you are trained in
branding, social media marketing, content
marketing, graphic design and SEO. We’ll
teach you the skills, tips, and tricks to run a
successful digital marketing strategy for any
company.

After arming you with the skills
needed, we’ll hand you the keys to an
organisation’s online presence as you
learn by actually making things
happen.

22
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In months 2-6, you will have the opportunity

Salary | No fee. Interns pay $650 for

to apply new skills towards a professional

month one relocation assistance

portfolio, continue to learn through weekly

which includes the first month’s

mentoring and enjoy life in paradise while

accommodation, airport pick-up,

diving regularly.

SIM card, and a motorbike, welcome
pack and lunches. Interns are

All internships include unlimited diving and

responsible for cost of flights, visas,

PADI/SSI courses that work with whatever

and room and board in month’s 2-6.

diving certifications you already have.
Deadline | Keep an eye on their
website for regular calls

Paradise Interns summary:

Duration | Six months

Free 6-month digital marketing

Podcast | Anna Kloth from

internship

Paradise Interns

Learn digital marketing skills and
build your portfolio

Link | Find out more here

Intern at one of Indonesia’s top
dive resorts, marine conservation
projects, or NGOs.
Earn your professional scuba
certifications and enjoy unlimited
scuba diving.
60% of interns have secured fulltime employment in the dive
industry post-internship

23
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k. RSPB Practical Conservation and Volunteer
Experience internships
Credit: RSPB

Organisation | RSPB
Locations | Locations across the UK

These internships are designed
to give you the training and

Theme | Countryside Management

experience needed to pursue a
career in conservation.
As well as providing lots of opportunities to
gain first-hand experience, the RSPB will
assist your personal development and
progression.
You will have opportunities throughout the
placement to learn new skills, gain new
experiences and increase your conservation
knowledge, all of which will assist you in
furthering your career in conservation.

24
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Credit: RSPB

You’ll also get:
Training on CV writing and interview
techniques
Access to our internal vacancies during
your internship
A reference on successful completion of
your internship
A dedicated mentor who will monitor your
progress and help with personal
development throughout the internship.
Doing an internship will not guarantee you a
job with the RSPB as their internships are
designed to offer work experience.
However, interns can apply to the RSPB’s
paid vacancies, including those only
advertised internally. For obvious reasons, an

Salary | No fee. The RSPB will
reimburse travel expenses within a
25-mile radius of the reserve
Deadline | Keep an eye on their
website for regular calls
Duration | The RSPB internships are
full time, 5 days a week, and are 6
or 12 months in length
Link | RSPB Current Jobs
and Internships

intern would need to have proven themselves
in their current role, before expecting their
volunteering experience to assist in an
application to a paid post.

Credit: RSPB
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l. Seal Rescue Ireland Internships
Credit: Seal Rescue Ireland

Organisation | Seal Rescue Ireland
Location | Courtown,
County Wexford, Ireland

Seal Rescue Ireland (SRI) is a charity
organisation which operates a busy marine

Theme | Animal Welfare,

animal rescue and rehabilitation centre

Comms & Marketing,

located in Courtown, Co. Wexford. As the

Marine Conservation

only facility that fully rehabilitates seals
within the Republic of Ireland, SRI responds
to strandings nationwide.
Most reports are for young grey seal and
common seal pups found sick, injured or
orphaned across the Irish coastline. In
addition, SRI pursues understanding and
public engagement of ocean conservation and
sustainability through education, community
outreach and research programmes.
SRI has a growing social media presence, and
is gaining international recognition for our
work.

Credit: Seal Rescue Ireland
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Credit: Seal Rescue Ireland

SRI has a growing social media presence, and

Deadline | Deadlines are subject to

is gaining international recognition for our

change based on hiring needs, so

work.

check SRI’s website for the most
up-to-date information

Internships we see regularly
from Seal Rescue Ireland
include:
Animal care and Education
Education
Marketing and Media
Community Engagement

Duration | They offer several
seasonal internships and require a
minimum of 12 weeks commitment
for their internship positions. They
expect interns to be passionate and
self-motivated as the days are long,
sometimes 9 to 12 hours and the
work can be tiring and dirty!
Link | Seal Rescue Ireland |
Latest Jobs and Internships

Credit: Seal Rescue Ireland
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m. Sea Watch Education and Outreach
Assistant Internship
Credit: Sea Watch Foundation

Organisation | Seawatch Foundation
Location | Newquay, UK
Theme | Environmental Education,
Events and Visitor Engagement,
Marine Conservation

The Sea Watch Foundation is a national
marine environmental research charity that
aims to achieve better conservation of whales
and dolphins in the seas around Britain and
Ireland, by involving the public in scientific
monitoring of populations and the threats
they face.
It is the longest running research charity in
the UK focusing upon cetaceans around the
British Isles and maintains a national
sightings database, the largest in Europe.
It works closely with all the UK statutory
conservation agencies and advises UK
government, the UNEP Regional
Intergovernmental Conservation Agreement,
ASCOBANS (Agreement on the Conservation
of Small Cetaceans of the Baltic, North East
Atlantic, Irish and North Seas), the European
Commission, as well as the major
conservation charities and marine industries
operating in the UK.

Credit: Sea Watch Foundation
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Credit: Sea Watch Foundation

Every year, they recruit seven

Salary | No fee - subsidised accommodation

Research Interns (RI) for every
research period (4 x 7-week blocks) as

Deadline | Applications close in January for RI

well as one Education and Outreach

and RA positions, and in February for EA and

Assistant (EA), one National Whale

NWDWA positions

and Dolphin Watch Assistant
(NWDWA) and one Research

Duration | The field season usually runs from

Assistant (RA).

April to October and may be split into four
periods of seven weeks for Research Interns.
Their Education and Outreach Assistant is

Individual role descriptions

required to stay for at least half of the season

differ significantly from

(choosing Period 1|2 or 3|4) but can also
choose to stay the whole season.

each other, each requiring
varying lengths of

Link | Keep an eye on their website

commitment as well as
different levels of

Credit: Sea Watch Foundation

experience in areas such as
research, team management
and public awareness work.
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n. SFS Internships
Credit: SFS

Organisation | SFS
Location | Worldwide
Theme | Science & Research,
Environmental Education,

Since 1980, SFS has offered
programs that are based in locations

Community Conservation,

and ecosystems grappling with

Marine Conservation

critical environmental issues such as
climate change.
Their programs are intense, invigorating, and
fulfilling and are delivered by an all-star team
of faculty and staff. Students examine
firsthand the environmental issues faced by
our host communities, gaining important
research skills, making lifelong friends and
contributing to a growing body of
international environmental research.

Are you looking for an intense yet
rewarding experience?
While your college friends start their 9-to-5
jobs, you could be living at a remote field
station, waking up in the middle of the
rainforest in Australia, eager to start your day
of assisting faculty and students with their
Directed Research on tree kangaroos.
Credit: SFS
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Credit: SFS

Maybe you are organising a community
outreach project with the local school in
Panama, or a pickup soccer game with
the local community in Costa Rica. You
could even be helping to tag sharks or

Salary | No fee - typically includes a

researching sea turtle nesting areas in

stipend, on-site room and board,

the Turks and Caicos Islands. These are

emergency medical evacuation and

all typical days when you’re an SFS

repatriation insurance coverage,

intern.

extensive program travel throughout
the program location, and an invitation

As an intern with SFS, you will:

to attend SFS courses and lectures

Make a contribution to ecosystem
conservation by collaborating on

Deadline | Internship positions are

research and transferring results to

typically posted in early to mid fall (for

stakeholders

a January start) and early to mid spring

Enhance your resume with

(for a May-June or late August start)

international work experience
Work with local communities,

Duration | Typically one year full time

NGOs, and national parks on
environmental challenges

Link | Keep an eye on the SFS website

Live as part of a dynamic learning
community
Gain firsthand experience in the
operation and administration of a
complex, international, field-based
study abroad program
Assist in advancing the SFS
environmental research
agendaInspire students to make a
difference, not only in their own
lives, but in their local communities
as well
Credit: SFS
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o. Smithsonian Tropical Research
Institute Internships
Credit: Smithsonian

Organisation | Smithsonian Tropical
Research Institute
Location | Panama
Theme | Science & Research

The Smithsonian Tropical
Research Institute (STRI) was
founded with the purpose of
increasing and sharing knowledge
about the past, present and future
of tropical ecosystems and their
relevance to human welfare.
This work began in Panama in 1910, when
the Smithsonian led one of the world’s first
major environmental impact studies, which
surveyed and catalogued the flora and fauna
of the lowland tropical forests that would be
flooded with the creation of the Panama
Canal.
A century later, the Smithsonian in Panama is
a standard-setting global platform for
groundbreaking research on tropical forests
and marine ecosystems and their astounding
biodiversity.

Credit: Smithsonian
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Internships provide the opportunity to meet and work
with scientists from around the world, gain hands-on
experience in academia and research, and delve into
Panama’s rich ecosystems and culture. Internships
generally involve specific roles within Smithsonian
research projects but also encourage interns to bring
new ideas and questions to the table. Smithsonian
Internships often have a profound impact on young
academics at early career stages, and can lead to new

Salary | A monthly stipend of
$1,000 US to cover room
and board
Deadline | February 15,
September 15 (for STRI

research projects at the Smithsonian in Panama.

Internships); February 15, June

Internships are intended for undergraduates, recent

SENACYT Internships)

graduates, and Master’s students. Interns are selected
based on merit and potential for achievement. However,
placement depends upon finding a match between the
applicant’s interest and a suitable research project
overseen by a STRI scientist or research associate. STRI

15, September 15 (for STRI-

Duration | Three to six months
Link | Keep an eye on the
STRI website

encourages applicants to directly contact potential
supervisors. You can find staff research profiles and
contact information here and a list of research affiliates
is on this document starting at page 244.
STRI Internships | Individual applicants will be selected
to conduct research under the supervision of scientist at
STRI. Interns will work closely with their research
mentor, becoming an integral participant in the
scientist’s larger research agenda. Additionally, interns
will be encouraged to reflect on the conceptual and
research implications of the work at hand so that they
may maximize their understanding of a particular subject
area.
STRI-SENACYT Internships | Panama’s sciences and
technology secretariat provides internships to
Panamanian students at local universities
(undergraduates, recent graduates, and Master’s
students) so they can work alongside STRI staff
scientists. This program is designed to enhance
intellectual development and give students real world
experience working along side professionals at STRI.
Credit: Smithsonian
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p. UNEP-WCMC Internships
Credit: UNEP

Organisation | UNEP-WCMC
Location | Cambridge, UK.
Themes | Comms & Marketing,
Organisational Mgmt.,

UNEP-WCMC is a not-for-profit
organisation devoted to promoting for
the public benefit the conservation,

Project Management,

protection, enhancement and support

Information & Data Mgmt.,

of nature and natural

Policy & Advocacy,

resources worldwide.

Science & Research,
Programme Management

They do this by collecting, storing,
processing, analysing, interpreting and
sharing data that increase knowledge and
understanding of biodiversity and the
conservation of nature.
Good data is the foundation of informed
decision-making and UNEP-WCMC works
with many partners to help them develop
their knowledge and capacity to make good
decisions.
Each year they list internships ideally suited
to recent graduates with a background in a
conservation/environment related subject
who want to gain practical experience.

Credit: UNEP
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Credit: UNEP

They are usually fixed-term
placements offering an excellent
opportunity to work as part of a fastpaced team and contribute to their
work confronting the challenges faced
by our world’s biodiversity.
In recent years these have included:
Protected Areas Programme
Internship

Salary | Paid (minimum wage)
Deadline | Regular - Keep an eye on
Conservation Careers
Duration | Often 12 weeks / three months
Link | UNEP-WCMC |
Current Jobs and Internships

Corporate Biodiversity Indicators
Internship
Social Media Intern

Credit: UNEP

Post-2020 Global Biodiversity
Framework Internship
Marine PREDICTS Model
Internship
Biodiversity Strategy Internship
Policy Support Tools Internship
Ecosystem Assessment
Programme Internship
Species Programme Internship
Conventions and Policy Support
Internship
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q. Wildlife Trust Conservation Internships

Credit: The Wildlife Trust

Organisation | The Wildlife Trusts
Location | Nationwide, UK
Theme | Countryside Management

The Wildlife Trusts is a grassroots movement of
people from a wide range of backgrounds and all
walks of life, who believe that we need nature and
Salary | From no fee to pay

nature needs us. They have more than 800,000
members, 40,000 volunteers, 2,000 staff and 600

Deadline | Varies according to

trustees.

the internship
Duration | Varies according to
the internship
Link | See more here

Each Wildlife Trust is an
independent charity formed by
people who get together to make
a positive difference to wildlife
and future generations, starting
where they live.
Across the network, they offer a range of
conservation internships and training programmes
for budding conservationists. For example, On
Conservation Careers we’ve listed seven
programs.

Credit: The Wildlife Trust
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Credit: The Wildlife Trust

1. Wild Paths Traineeships with the

3. Assistant Ranger Volunteer Intern with

Wildlife Trusts

the Scottish Wildlife Trust

The Wild Paths Training Programme is

Come and help the Ranger and Seasonal

designed to enable participants to gain a

Ranger with duties at the Scottish Wildlife

broad range of hands-on experience that will

Trust’s flagship reserve during the season.

give them the skills and confidence to make a

They offer an incredible breadth of

valuable contribution to the conservation of

experience covering practical work, helping

the natural heritage, and to communicate

with public events, social media, survey work,

with, inspire and enthuse others about our

creative work and species knowledge.

natural heritage.
4. Communications Intern with Essex
It is ideal for someone who is looking for a

Wildlife Trust

career working outdoors with wildlife and
people, but candidates do not need to have

Help Essex Wildlife Trust deliver a greater

any prior formal training in this sector. A

voice for wildlife in Essex. If you’re a dynamic

bursary of £1000 per month will be paid to

self-starter, passionate about

the trainee.

communications and wildlife then they want
to hear from you!

2. Voluntary Conservation Trainees with the
Wildlife Trusts

They are looking for someone to nurture
online communities and expand their social

An excellent opportunity to gain valuable

media reach. To write engaging copy for web

knowledge and hands-on experience in

content, press releases, articles and their

conservation and land management. The

magazine. You will learn from our marketing

placement will provide a diverse range of

and communications experts about all the

practical training from sustainable woodland

forms of communication used at Essex

management, heathland management to

Wildlife Trust. In return, they will embrace

conservation grazing, along with more

your enthusiasm, energy and innovative

transferable skills.

ideas. Salary £15,500 per annum.
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Credit: The Wildlife Trust

5. Skokholm Long Term Volunteers &

7. Living Seas Education Volunteer with the

Internships with the Wildlife Trusts

Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales

This is a fantastic opportunity to work on

The Living Seas Education Volunteer will

one of Britain’s most spectacular Islands and

assist with the delivery of their Living Seas

to gain experience in a wide range of survey

community engagement and education

techniques. But it is not all about the

objectives.

monitoring work! The successful applicants
will be integral to all aspects of Island

It includes: developing and promoting a range

management, from providing sanitation and

of educational activities, delivering education

clean visitor accommodation to helping with

activities such as Seashore Safaris and

boat deliveries and physical management

Dolphin Detective Sessions, providing talks

such as pond digging. Each volunteer has

and activities to visiting groups and schools;

their own bedroom at the Farm and shares

organising and promoting events for National

the same facilities as our paying guests;

Marine Week; representing the centre and

they are therefore looking for people who

WTSWW at external events; and providing

are happy to spend time with guests and

engaging content for CBMWC social media

share their passion for the phenomenal

and the Adopt a Dolphin scheme.

things which inhabit Skokholm.
Outside of the school holidays you will assist
6. Volunteer Trainee Reserves Officers with

with other volunteer activities such as land

Rutland Water Nature Reserve

and boat-based marine mammal surveys,
running their visitor centre, entering data and

This exciting volunteer post will give you

conducting beach cleans.

vital experience at one of the UK’s best
nature reserves. Based at Rutland Water
Nature Reserve’s new purpose-built
Volunteer Training Centre you will have the
opportunity to get involved in all aspects of
the nature reserve; including habitat
management, wildlife recording and
monitoring and community engagement.
You will also have the opportunity to work
with the high-profile Osprey project and get
involved with the Birdfair.
Credit: The Wildlife Trust
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r. WildSkills | Paid Traineeships
Credit: TCV

Organisation | The Conservation Volunteers
Location | Nationwide, UK
Theme | Countryside Management,
Information & Data Mgmt.,
Mapping & GIS,
Science & Research

The Conservation Volunteers have a selection
of paid traineeships which may become
available throughout the year. Natural Talent
UK gives volunteers and local communities
the skills in surveying, mapping and taking
action to increase biodiversity.

These ground-breaking TCV
programmes have built upon the
Salary | From £13,500
Deadline | Keep an eye on their website

existing partnerships that TCV has
across the UK, whilst also working
with new partners to explore fresh

Duration | 12-month placements

areas of study.

Link | Keep an eye on the TCV website

TCV and its partners develop 12-month
placements which provide each trainee with a
bursary, as well as a training, travel and
equipment budget.

Credit: TCV
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s. WINGS Internship Program
Credit: Audubon

Organisation | National
Audubon Society
The WINGS internship program aims to inspire
Location | USA wide

lifelong stewardship of the National Audubon
Society’s environment and communities, providing

Theme | Science & Research,
Environmental Education,

individuals the opportunity to develop skills
needed for a successful career in conservation.

Community Conservation,
Policy & Advocacy,

Paid and unpaid Wings internships are offered in

Countryside Management

the areas of Education, Public Policy,
Development, Science and Land Stewardship.
Throughout the internship, interns will work
closely with their managers and Human Resources
to ensure a meaningful work experience.
Audubon invites current students, recent
graduates, and other interested individuals to
learn more about our WINGS program.

Salary | Often paid, see each internship for details
Deadline | Varies, see each internship for details
Duration | Varies, see each internship for details
Link | See more here
Credit: Audubon
40

TOWN REVIEW

www.conservation-careers.com

t. WWF Young Adult Volunteer Opportunities
Credit: WWF

Organisation | WWF
Location | Worldwide
Theme | Varies
Since the launch of the WWF Young Adult
Salary | No fee
Deadline | Ongoing - keep an eye on
their website
Duration | Varies
Link | WWF Young Adult
Volunteer Opportunities

Volunteer Internship Programme in 2005,
WWF has evolved considerably and now
offers a variety of placements with their
priority conservation programmes in offices
around the globe, in areas such as
communications, policy & advocacy,
environmental education, project monitoring
and field-based assignments.
Carefully chosen young people will take
hands-on experience, expertise and
knowledge into their future professional
careers and spheres of influence, spreading a
wider understanding of conservation issues
and sustainable development, while inputting
their skills and experience into WWF teams
and projects.
In addition to the global ‘WWF Young Adult
Volunteer Opportunities’ programme, incountry WWF offices also offer regular
internships which are worth keeping an eye
open for.

Credit: WWF
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u. ZSL Internships
Credit: ZSL

Organisation | The Zoological
Society of London
Location | London, UK
Theme | Comms & Marketing,

The Zoological Society of London

Programme Management,

(ZSL), a charity founded in 1826, is

Project Management,
Science & Research,

a world-renowned centre of

Project Management

excellence for conservation science
and applied conservation.
ZSL’s mission is to promote and achieve the
worldwide conservation of animals and their
habitats. This is realised by carrying out field
conservation and research in over 50
countries across the globe and through
education and awareness-raising at their two
zoos, ZSL London Zoo and ZSL Whipsnade
Zoo, inspiring people to take conservation
action.

Credit: ZSL
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Credit: ZSL

They post regular calls for internships. On the
Conservation Careers website to date we’ve listed
the following conservation internships at ZSL:
EDGE Fellows programme Internship
EDGE of Existence Voluntary Internship
EDGE Online Learning Voluntary Internship
EDGE Storytelling PAID Internship
Elephant Researcher PAID Internship
Estuaries and Wetlands Conservation
Programme PAID Internship
IUCN Red List Assessments for Butterflies
Internship
Marine & Freshwater Conservation Internship
Monitoring Kelp Implications for Wild
Harvesting Intern
Professionalising Conservation Project | PAID
Internship
State of the Thames Conservation Project

Salary | These are often paid
internships, set at the national
minimum wage of £7.83 per hour
Deadline | Regular - keep an eye
on Conservation Careers
Duration | Varies according to
the role
Link | The Zoological Society of
London | Current Jobs
and Internships

Internship
Voluntary Intern | Europe Conservation
Programme
Voluntary Research Internship | Living Planet
Index Internship

Credit: ZSL
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7. Need Some Help in
Securing Your Dream
"If you need our help,

Conservation Job?

we're here for you" Conservation Careers

Phew! That was a lot of information and
well done if you made it this far. And hello
those who skim to the bottom of blog posts.
Understanding the Internship market is so
important in your quest to become a
professional conservationist. Unless you
fully understand all your options, you won’t
be able to find your niche, and without that,
you’re far less likely to be happy, impactful
and competitive.
A big part of this also is to understand
yourself. What do you love doing? What are
you great at? What are your biggest needs
right now?
At Conservation Careers we’ve helped
hundreds of people just like you to get
clarity on your career options, to form an
actionable plan of action, and to secure
your dream job.
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8. Useful Links and Free Stuff
To help you navigate your options, please select which best describes you:
You want to work in conservation but you’re

You’re submitting applications, but failing to

feeling lost, disillusioned or confused?!?

get many interviews?

Check out our Kick-starter training designed

Check out our FREE eBook – Conservation

to help you understand the job market, to

Jobs: The Step-by-Step System to Get Hired

navigate your career options, and to get hired

as a Wildlife Conservationist - available on

more quickly. It’s designed for students,

Kindle, EPUB and PDF. We can also review

graduates, job-seekers and career-switchers.

your applications, and provide 1:1 advice on

We’re proud to say it also has 100%

how to improve them (and we don’t cost the

satisfaction and recommendation ratings. We

earth). Check out our application support

know you’ll love it. Find out more about our

here.

Kick-Starter – Online Course
You feel ready to be applying for jobs in

You’ve got an interview (well done!) and

conservation?
Check out our membership packages for job
seekers which provide access to the world’s
biggest conservation job board – with over
10,000 conservation jobs shared each year –
plus a range of other benefits.

would like our help to prepare for it?
We know what employers want, and have
helped many people prepare for and deliver
successful interviews. Check out our
interview preparation here.

Find more of our
Ultimate Guides HERE!
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Free Video Training Series

“I got hired for an education
and outreach position

Learn how to quickly and easily start your career

teaching about endemic

as a professional wildlife conservationist with

butterflies at a local

Conservation Careers.

conservation area! As a career
switcher, it’s my first

If you're a student, job-seeker or careerswitcher you'll learn the golden rule for getting
started, the key mistakes to avoid, and answer
your biggest questions.

conservation related job. The
course has really helped me
focus on how I want my future
career to look. Thank you for a

CLICK HERE

Get my free training!

wonderful program! “
- Christina Carlton, USA

www.howtogetaconservationjob.com
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DISCLAIMER
All internships are subject to current travel restrictions. Please check with the
internship provider for more information.

About Conservation Careers
We are the #1 careers advice centre for conservationists – helping 630,000
conservationists in 178 countries across the globe.
We believe that all wildlife is beautiful and that it deserves great conservationists
working to protect it. We have extensive international knowledge, experience and a
network of contacts within the conservation career sector. This means that we can
help job seekers and conservation organisations to form lasting relationships. We do
this by providing careers advice and information to a network of dedicated
conservationists across the globe.

Have a question or suggestion?
Contact us at mail@conservation-careers.com

The legal bit
Copyright Conservation Careers Ltd. (09299728) 2021. All rights reserved.

Written by Nick Askew and Kristi Foster
Designed by Tash Allen
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